Summer Puppet Building Contest!

Starts: Now!
Ends: September 30th, 2015 at 11:59pm

Judges: BJ Guyer, Laurie Nickerson, Tom Stewart

Theme: A Character based on the Summer 2015 Movie Lineup.

STEP 1: Pick a movie from this list:
http://www.imdb.com/list/ls054333020/
STEP 2: Next, pick a character from any one of those movies. Using the BJ Guyer Puppet Pattern as a base (From Workshop 1) construct your character.

STEP 3: Submit your Puppet
Simply post photos of your character on the BJ Guyer Hand Puppet Design and Fabrication Facebook Group page- with the heading- FOR PUPPET BUILDING CONTEST. Please make certain photos are clear and provide different angles of the work being submitted. Also indicate which Movie it is from and what character you made.

Puppets submitted without the heading FOR PUPPET BUILDING CONTEST will be overlooked and not entered in the contest.

PLEASE NOTE: If the character is changed drastically please also post photos of your “Behind the scenes” work. For example, if you have a character that has a beak- try to also include photos of you adding a beak to the existing BJ Pattern head.

STEP 4: Judging- The judges criteria will be posted soon so everyone can see what puppets are being graded on.

STEP 5: Wait- October 10 we will announce the Winner.

Prizes: So far we have:
- A cash prize (through Paypal) of $100US, 
- 2 Yards of Antron Fleece through Laurie’s Etsy Shop- DeweyStreet 
- Reticulated foam
- An assortment of vacuum formed puppet eye blanks, pupils, and other music 
puppet materials from BJ Guyer's stash of puppet goodies!

More prizes will be added to this list as we get closer to the contest deadline!

QUESTIONS:
Can I enter the contest more than once?: 
Certainly! However, costume changes do not count as another entry. For example, if you submit a puppet dressed as Thor from Age of Ultron then change the wardrobe so that the same puppet is now Iron Man- we will only accept the Thor character and not Iron Man. How will we know if you do this? Oh, we have ways of finding out. LOL
Can I change the BJ Guyer Pattern?
Yes. Make the changes necessary to the BJ Guyer Pattern to best bring out your character. The BJ Guyer Pattern must be used as the base of your character though- meaning you must use the head and the body shape as a base for each character. You can change the mouth size, where the mouth is etc. whatever you wish to change you can; as long as you use the head and body as a starting point.

I want to make a character with huge muscles and long fingers- can I change the Pattern?
Yes, please read the question above.

What if I want to submit a puppet character that isn’t included in the list of movies you provided?
Sorry, they must be part of the movies in the list we provided.

I’m new to Puppet Building!!! How the heck can I go up against puppet builders who have been in the business for years?! 
That’s why we have everyone start by using the BJ Guyer Pattern as a base- this places everyone on the same playing field- it is up to you on how you play the game.

Do I have to use Antron fleece and reticulated foam?
NO!! You can use any material you feel best reflects the character you are trying to bring to life. Want to create a latex skin or perhaps silicone?...Do it!

Can my character have mechs?
Sure. However, mechs are not being judged and will have no effect on the judge’s ruling.

My wardrobe skills aren’t the best…am I being graded on costuming?
Wardrobe will only be one small percentage of the final marking system. Don’t let wardrobe stop you from entering.

Can anyone enter?
YES! Except the judges. and their families…and any future families those families have….and pets.

Why is the deadline 5 months away?!
The deadline is designed to provide time for people to develop their character and perhaps see the movie of the character they are building.

Can I post photos of my work in progress?
Yes.

PLEASE REFER BACK TO THIS POST FOR ADDED PRIZES!

